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2,700 jobs
cut as German online fashion 
giant Zalando downsizes
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DUBAI

SAUDI Arabia alleged Thursday 
that the United Arab Emirates 
smuggled a separatist leader in 
Yemen wanted for treason out of  
the country and flew him to Abu 
Dhabi. The UAE had no immedi-
ate reaction to the claim, which 
further escalates tensions be-
tween the neighboring nations on 
the Arabian Peninsula as their 
partnership in the yearslong war 
in Yemen breaks down.

A Saudi military statement 
claimed Aidarous al-Zubaidi, 
the leader of  the Southern Tran-
sitional Council, fled Yemen by 
boat to Somalia. Then, UAE of-
ficials flew al-Zubaidi to Abu 
Dhabi, the capital of  the Emir-
ates, the statement said. The 
UAE has been the major sup-
porter of  the council, known as 
the STC, which sparked a con-
frontation between Saudi Ara-
bia and the Emirates in recent 
days after STC fighters ad-
vanced in two governorates and 
appeared to be preparing to se-
cede from Yemen. AP

Saudi alleges 
UAE’s role  
in escape of 
Yemen leader

Denmark welcomes 
meeting with US; 
Greenland to join
DENMARK

DENMARK has welcomed a 
meeting with the US next week 
to discuss Donald Trump’s re-
newed call for the strategic, 
mineral-rich Arctic island of  
Greenland to come under 
American control.

“This is the dialogue that is 
needed, as requested by the 
government together with the 
Greenlandic government,” 
Danish Defense Minister Tro-
els Lund Poulsen told Danish 
broadcaster DR on Thursday.

US Secretary of  State Marco 
Rubio had said on Wednesday a 
meeting about Greenland 
would happen next week, with-
out giving details about timing, 
location or participants. “I’m 
not here to talk about Denmark 
or military intervention. I’ll be 
meeting with them next week, 
we’ll have those conversations 
with them then,” Rubio told re-
porters on Capitol Hill.

Greenland’s government has 
told Danish public broadcaster 
DR that Greenland will partici-
pate in the meeting between 
Denmark and the US announced 
by Rubio. “Nothing about Green-
land without Greenland. Of  
course we will be there. We are 
the ones who requested the meet-
ing,” Greenland’s Foreign Minis-
ter Vivian Motzfeldt told DR.

The island of  Greenland, 
80% of  which lies above the 
Arctic Circle, is home to about 
56,000 mostly Inuit people.

US Vice President JD Vance 
said on Wednesday that Den-
mark “obviously” had not done 
a proper job in securing Green-
land and that Trump “is willing 
to go as far as he has to” to de-
fend American interests in the 
Arctic. In an interview with Fox 
News, Vance repeated Trump’s 
claim that Greenland is crucial 
to both the US and the world’s 
national security because “the 
entire missile defense infra-
structure is partially dependent 
on Greenland.”

He said the fact that Denmark 
has been a faithful military ally 
of  the US during World War Two 
and the more recent “war on ter-
rorism” did not necessarily 
mean they were doing enough to 
secure Greenland today. “Just 
because you did something 
smart 25 years ago doesn’t mean 
you can’t do something dumb 
now,” Vance said, adding that 
Trump “is saying very clearly, 
‘you are not doing a good job 
with respect to Greenland.” AP

Marco Rubio arrives for a classified 
briefing with senators |  AP

Starmer supports  
Russian tanker seizure
LONDON: British Prime 
Minister Keir Starmer spoke 
to Donald Trump after the 
UK armed forces provided 
‘enabling support’ for the 
American seizure of a 
Russian-flagged oil tanker, 
stopped in the North 
Atlantic by the US Coast 
Guard. “They discussed the 
joint operation to intercept 
the ‘Bella 1’ as part of 
shared efforts to crack down 
on sanctions busting, recent 
progress on Ukraine and the 
US operation in Venezuela,” 
a Downing Street statement 
said of the Wednesday 
evening call.

Moscow accuses US 
of stoking tension
MOSCOW: Russia on 
Thursday accused the United 
States of stoking tensions 
and threatening 
international shipping with 
its seizure of a Russian-
flagged oil tanker in the 
North Atlantic a day earlier. 
The US has said the ship 
carried oil for states like
Venezuela, Russia and Iran in
violation of Western 
sanctions and seized it after 
an American raid toppled 
Moscow’s ally Nicolas 
Maduro in Caracas. Moscow 
warned the move would fuel 
further tensions, blaming US.

Trump signals long-term US control 
of Venezuela and its vast oil reserves
He says this despite interim leader denying any foreign rule in Caracas

WASHINGTON

THE United States could run 
Venezuela and tap into its oil re-
serves for years, President Don-
ald Trump said in an interview 
published Thursday, less than a 
week after toppling Nicolas Ma-
duro. “Only time will tell” how 
long Washington would demand 
direct oversight of  the South 
American country, Trump told 
The New York Times.

But when asked whether that 
meant three months, six months 
or a year, he replied: “I would say 
much longer.” His assertion of  
US dominance over Venezuela 
comes despite its interim leader 
Delcy Rodriguez saying there is 
no foreign power governing Ca-
racas. “There is a stain on our 
relations such as had never oc-
curred in our history,” Rodrigu-
ez said of  the US attack to depose 
her predecessor.

US special forces snatched 
president Maduro and his wife 
Saturday in a lightning raid 
and whisked them to New York 
to face trial on drug and weap-
ons charges, underscoring 
what Trump has called the 
“Donroe Doctrine” of  US domi-
nance over its backyard.

“We obviously have maxi-
mum leverage over the interim 
authorities in Venezuela right 
now” following the capture op-
eration, White House Press 
Secretary Karoline Leavitt 
said. “We’re continuing to be in 
close coordination with the in-

terim authorities, and their de-
cisions are going to continue to 
be dictated by the United States 
of  America.” Trump has said 
the United States will “run” 
Venezuela, which has the 
world’s largest proven oil re-
serves. “They’re giving us eve-
rything that we feel is neces-
sary,” Trump told the Times.

But Washington has no boots 
on the ground, and appears to be 
relying on a naval blockade and 
the threat of  further force to en-
sure Rodriguez’s cooperation. 
Caracas announced on Wednes-
day that at least 100 people had 
been killed in the US attack and 
a similar number wounded. 
Among those hurt were Maduro 

and his wife Cilia Flores, Interi-
or Minister Diosdado Cabello 
said, though the couple were 
seen walking unassisted during 
a New York court appearance 
earlier this week. 

According to Havana, the 
death toll includes 32 members 
of  the Cuban military. Maduro, 
like his firebrand predecessor 
Hugo Chavez, employed special-
ized Cuban soldiers as body-
guards. Trump’s administra-
tion has so far indicated it 
intends to stick with Rodriguez 
and sideline opposition figures, 
including Nobel Peace Prize 
winner Maria Corina Machado. 
But it has given few details 
about its plans. AFP

Members of the South African Communist Party (SACP) hold placards and sing 
during a protest against the recent US operation in Venezuela |  AFP

Gaza family says 11-year-old girl was killed by Israeli fire despite ceasefire
DEIR AL-BALAH

A relative of  an 11-year-old girl 
killed in Gaza said that Israeli 
gunfire was responsible for her 
death on Thursday. The family 
had returned to a designated 
safe zone following the October 
10 ceasefire between Israel and 
the Hamas militant group. 
More than 400 deaths have been 
reported since then in the Pal-
estinian territory.

After shells and shrapnel hit 
her home in northern Gaza’s 
Jabaliya area, Hamsa Housou 
was taken to Shifa Hospital, 
where she was pronounced 
dead, her uncle said.

Outside the hospital mortu-
ary, the uncle, Khamis Housou, 
told The Associated Press that 
the family had returned home 
on October 11, a day after the 
ceasefire went into effect.

Israel’s military didn’t imme-
diately respond to a request for 
comment, and it wasn’t possi-
ble to independently verify the 
details about Hamsa’s death. 
The military has previously 
said that actions since the 
ceasefire began have been in 
response to violations of  the 
agreement.

Housou, who said his niece 
had dreams of  becoming a doc-
tor, recounted how early on 

Thursday he heard screams as 
Israeli troops combed the area 
where shells and shrapnel hit. 

He ran from his apartment 
toward the home where Ham-
sa lived and found her lying on 
the floor. He carried the girl to 
the nearest clinic, only to find 
the ambulance there had a flat 
tire. They waited about 15 min-
utes, he said, before taking her 
to a hospital, where she was 
pronounced dead. “They say 
that there is a ceasefire and 
that the war on Gaza has 
stopped. Is this only through 
the media, while every day 
there are explosions and fire 
belts?” he asked.                    AP

The body of 11-year-old Palestinian girl  Hamsa Hosou, killed by Israeli  f ire in 
Jabalia, is  brought to Shifa Hospital in Gaza City |  AP

Iran says it seeks no war 
but is ready to fight back
BEIRUT: Iran does not want war 
with Israel or the United States, 
but is ready to fight back if 
attacked again, Foreign Minister 
Abbas Araghchi said Thursday. 
Speaking in Beirut, Araghchi told 
reporters that Iran is also ready 
for negotiations with the US 
over its nuclear program as long 
as the talks are based on mutual 
respect rather than “dictation” 
by Washington. The minister’s 
comments came as many fear 
that close US ally Israel will 
target Iran again as it did in 
June.

I, SAHULHAMEED HABEEB 
MOHAMED  S/o Ahamed Samu, 
born on 11th October 1994 (Na-
tive District : Thoothukudi) re-
siding at 78/11A, Thaika Street, 
Kayalpatnam - Thoothukudi 
District - 628204, Shall hence-
forth be known as HABEEB 
MOHAMED

SAHULHAMEED HABEEBMOHAMED
Kayalpatnam 09th January 2026

CHANGE OF NAME
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I, MOHAMED MUSTHAFA 
S/o ABDUL KHADER Born on 
30-11-1981 (Native District : 
Tirunelveli) residing at 233, 
Kareem Nagar 3rd Street, 
Melapalayam - 627005 Pa-
layamkottai Thaluk, Tamil-
nadu shall henceforth be 
known as MUSTHAFA S/o 
ABDUL KHADER

MOHAMED MUSTHAFA

CHANGE OF NAME


